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National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report - May 2006 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

 

 
May 2006 

Year to Date 
Unduplicated 

(January 06 – May 06) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

 2 (1) 6 (4) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences 

15 (32) 26 (40) 
 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

46 (65) 22 (70) 

Number of SEAs represented in 
NDPC-SD capacity building forum 

20 20 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone consultations 

4 (0) 6 (1) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site consultations  

0 (0) 1 (1) 

Total number of states receiving some 
type of technical assistance from 
NDPC-SD 

46 48 

States receiving some form of technical assistance from NDPC-SD this month 
(46) 
AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, HI, GA, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, 
ME, MD, MI , MN, MO, MS, NC, NE, NH, NJ, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, 
SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY 
 
States with which NDPC-SD has interacted this year (48) 
AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, 
ME, MD, MI, MN, MO, MS, NC, NE, NH, NJ, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, 
SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY, VI   
 
Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month (9) 
EDC, IDRA, MSRRC, NCRRC, NERRC, NPSO, NSTTAC, OSEP, WRRC.  
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Goal 1: Knowledge Development to focus on the identification of evidence-
based research and practices, analyses and translations of the information, and 
the development of products and information services for use by policymakers 
and practitioners in the area of dropout prevention for students with disabilities. 
 

 NDPC-SD staff presented findings on the SPP analysis of Indicators 1 & 2 
(Dropout and Graduation) in a one-hour briefing to OSEP, TA&D, and 
RRC network participants. The briefing included overall findings from the 
60 SEAs, surprises in the analyses, recommendations for OSEP, and 
implications for policy, practice, and technical assistance.   

 
 NDPC-SD along with its partners and collaborators finalized content for 

12 training sessions conducted at the NDPC-SD technical assistance 
forum. Content was also finalized and produced for the Spring Quarterly 
web event held on May 25, 2006. Details are in the technical assistance 
section below.  

 
 NDPC-SD received feedback on a student pamphlet entitled “Thinking 

about Dropping Out – Think Again” from a class of 8 at risk youth 
attending Tri-Wil-Porta Cras Middle School in Montgomery, Alabama.  
The students were asked eight questions regarding what they liked best 
and least about the book, changes they would make to help students 
understand the book better, and what they would change to make the 
book “cool” for students who read it.  

 
Goal 2: Technical Assistance to deliver direct program guidance and capacity-
building instruction to SEA personnel responsible for working with local school 
districts, by employing various strategies, including consultation, workshops, 
professional development institutes, electronic communications, and other Web-
based resources. 
 

 NDPC-SD held the 2006 National State Education Agency Forum: 
Building Statewide Initiatives in Dropout Prevention for Students with 
Disabilities in Clemson, SC, on May 7-9, 2006, with 20 different state teams 
totaling over 100 attendees.  The Forum assisted states in building 
capacity in the area of dropout prevention for students with disabilities by 
providing state teams with examples of evidence based models and 
promising practices, presenting research based information, providing the 
context for national accountability for dropout and graduation indicators, 
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and providing an opportunity to discuss common issues associated with 
dropout prevention.   
 
States Represented: AL, CT, FL, GA, IA, KS, KY, MA, MD, MI , MO, NH, 
NC, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, WV, WY   
 
RRCs Represented: Northeast, Southeast, North Central, Mountain 
Plains, and Western 
 

 NDPC-SD hosted its first web seminar, presented by Dr. Brian Cobb, 
entitled “What the Research Says Really Works” on May 25, 2006, with 
more than 155 participating sites from over 30 different states. Dr. Cobb’s 
web seminar provided participants with insights from the past five years 
of research synthesis, examining instructional interventions that help 
prevent secondary-aged youth with disabilities from dropping out of 
school or engaging in activities that correlate highly with dropping out.  
Dr. Cobb responded to 50+ questions during the Web Seminar. Additional 
opportunities for Q&A via on line discussion are occurring through June 
5, 2006. 
 
States Represented: AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, IL, IN, KS, KY, 
MA, MD, MI, MN, MS, NC, NY, OH, OK, OR, SC, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, 
WI, WV 

 
 NDPC-SD received requests from Idaho and Kentucky for assistance in 

reviewing their SPP and OSEP’s responses.  In assisting these 2 states, 
they will be better equipped to incorporate the required corrective actions 
related to dropout and graduation.  Additionally, Idaho has also 
expressed that the Center work with the PSO and NSETTAC in the 
process. An initial conference call is scheduled with Idaho and the three 
TA centers for June 2, 2006. 
 

 The NERRC has requested assistance in designing a regional TA meeting 
for their states in follow up with the Forum activities. We are in the 
process of scheduling a conference call to begin discussions in early June.  
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Goal 3: Collaborative Activities to marshal additional resources that help to 
enrich its products and services and to increase exposure to potential clients for 
products and services. 
  

 Prepared and submitted joint proposal with PSO and NSTTAC to the 2007 
CEC Annual Convention & Expo in Louisville, KY, April 18-21. The 
presentation will familiarize participants with the services offered by the 
three Centers and demonstrate a model for (a) a comprehensive method of 
viewing the four SPP indicators, and (b) implementing effective strategies 
to improve post-school outcomes.  

 
 Hosted planning meeting on May 10, 2006, among the three centers and 

RRC representatives to continue discussions regarding collaborative 
efforts and to begin establishing rules of engagement for our collaborative 
work within states.  

 
 Committed to participating in the NSTTAC Transition Forum on 

September 20, 2007 in Denver, Colorado. 
 

 Participated in a panel presentation with NCEO and PSO at the IDEA 
Westat Data Managers Meeting on May 23, 2006. The purpose of the 
session was to share with Data Managers the SPP analysis and how their 
data is used by specialty centers to assist in answering questions related to 
the implementation of IDEA. Suggestions for data improvement and ways 
that Data Managers could assist SEA program staff were also discussed.  

 
 Conducted three-hour general session about dropout and related 

indicators at the Spring Urban Collaborative Leadership Meeting held in 
Miami, Fl. Over 110 district level special education administrators 
attended the session from urban cities in 30 different states.  

  
Goal 4: Dissemination to serve as a source of knowledge and information about 
effective dropout prevention programs and policies and to emphasize the 
efficient use of a variety of technologies for disseminating this information. 
 

 Distributed over 500 pieces of literature and promotion materials about 
the Center at activities cited above.  
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Management Management 
  

Hosted site visit with the project officer during week of May 8-12. Hosted site visit with the project officer during week of May 8-12.  
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Held monthly meeting with Partners.  
Reviewed budget.   

 
Web Statistics 

 
Number of NDPC-SD Page Views 

131,317 Total Page Views for the month of May  
On May 25th (Dr. Cobb’s Web Seminar), the events, practices, and 
resource pages spiked. 

 

 
Pages Visitors Viewed (English) 
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Top Five Pages Viewed 

 Index: 1,748 views  
  Calendar: 450 views

Practices: 398 views   
 ws E-connections: 365 vie
 

 
Pages Visitors Viewed (Spanish) 

Resources: 341 views   
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Top Five Pages Viewed (Spanish) 
 Index: 122 views  

About: 87 views  
 ws  Assistance: 81 vie

Resources: 67 views  
Practices: 63 views    

 
 
 


