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National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report – February 2007 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

States receiving some type of technical assistance from NDPC-SD this month (34)  
AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, GU, IN, IA, KY, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NJ, NC, NH, NY, 
OH, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VT, VI, VA, WV, WI, WY 
 Type of Technical Assistance States Received 

• Request Information/Materials: GA, IA, KY, SD 
• Conference Calls: IA 
• Conference Presentation: DC, FL, GA, IN, MD, MI, MN, MS, MT, NC, 

NH, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, TX, VT, WV, WI, WY, Pakistan 
• Written/Phone Consultation : GA, IA, KY, SD 
• On-site TA: GA, FL 
• Teleseminar : AR, CT, FL, GA, IA, KY, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO, NJ, NY, 

OR, PA, SC, SD, TX, UT, VA, VI, WV, WI, Guam 
States engaging in some type of interaction with NDPC-SD this year (37) 
AR, AZ, CT, DC, FL, GA, GU, IL, IN, IA, KY, MD, MA, MI, MN, MO, MS, MT, NJ, NC, 
NH, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VT, VI, VA, WV, WI, WY 
Other: Liberia, Pakistan 
Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month (8) 
EDC, FL PBS Project, NPSO, NERRC, NSTTAC, OSEP, OSERS, PACER.  

 February  
2007  

Year to Date  
Unduplicated 

(Jan. 07 – Dec. 07) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

3 (2) 
 

6 (5) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences 

15 (20)  15 (20)  

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

7 (30) 9 (54) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone or written 
consultations 

3 (2) 6 (5) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site technical assistance  

2 (37) 
 

3 (48) 

Total number of states (LEAs) 
receiving some type of technical 
assistance from NDPC-SD 

34 (61) 37  
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Goal 1: Knowledge Development    
 On February 13, 2007, NDPC-SD’s teleseminar entitled “The Big Four: A 

Framework for Improving Instruction that Leads to School Completion” 
aired with participants from 24 states, including the Virgin Islands and 
Guam.  EDC coordinated the components of this teleseminar.   

o EDC continued coordination and production of the February 13, 
2007 teleseminar. 

o Attendees gave the program the highest ratings to date of all of the 
teleseminar and Webseminar events we have held.  100% of the 
attendees rated the overall teleseminar as “excellent,” “very good,” 
or “good,” and 100% rated the content as useful and of high 
quality.   

o The presenter also received the best rating to date.  100% of the 
attendees found the overall effectiveness of Dr. Knight’s 
presentation to be “excellent,” “very good,” or “good.”   

 EDC designed, edited, and disseminated the Winter issue in February 
2007 to 926 subscribers.   

 EDC completed an analysis and produced an evaluation summary of the 
results from a web-based survey. 

o 90.4% rated the quality of Big IDEAs as excellent or good  
o 92.8% of the respondents reported that they found the information 

contained in Big IDEAs extremely useful or useful.   
 

Goal 2: Technical Assistance  
Georgia 

 NDPC-SD staff conducted two concurrent sessions on dropout prevention 
at the Georgia Educational Leadership Conference in Atlanta on February 
5, 2007. The presentation “Dropout Prevention for Students with 
Disabilities: Resources and Strategies for Administrators” provided  a look 
at some dropout statistics, highlighted research on dropout and students 
with disabilities, provided 16 Big Ideas in dropout prevention that are 
practical and evidence-based to guide dropout prevention efforts, and 
provided resources and tools developed by the center. These sessions 
were attended by over 45 Administrators, including the state special 
education director and other staff from the GA Department of Education.  

 
 On February 8, NDPC-SD completed the final day of content training 

(Modules 5 and 6) in Cleveland County, Georgia.  The day was enhanced 
by presentations made by school-based teams.  Teams provided examples 
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of their implementation of the framework within their respective schools.  
Additionally, parent mentors from the GA PTI provided demonstrations 
and examples of successful projects across the state that served to increase 
family engagement. 

Florida 
 On February 14, 2007, NDPC-SD presented at the Miami-Dade County 

Public Schools (M-DCPS) Division of Special Education Leadership Team 
Meeting in Miami, Florida as part of our intensive technical assistance 
work with Miami-Dade County, FL.   

 On February 15, 2007, NDPC-SD continued discussions with the Florida 
PBS Project, based at the University of South Florida, regarding continued 
support of the schools in collaboration with NDPC-SD and M-DCPS via 
the Special Education Urban Collaborative.    

 NDPC-SD participated in planning discussions focused on future 
activities and next steps with M-DCPS on February 14, 2007. The topics 
discussed included (1) collaboration to address and support the dropout 
prevention initiative mandated by the state specific to M-DCPS; (2) 
NDPC-SD supportive and buy-in activities; (3) NDPC-SD Tier 1 training 
to begin fall 2007. 

South Carolina 
 NDPC-SD provided three presentations at the 19th Annual At-Risk Youth 

National Forum on February 19, 2007 in Myrtle Beach, SC.  The 
presentations included “Recommendations for Teachers”, 
“Recommendations for Administrators”, and “Building Effective Dropout 
Prevention Programs for Students with Disabilities”.  Participants from 22 
states, including the country of Pakistan attended these sessions.  

Requests 
 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on February 6, 2007 from 

the South Dakota Department of Education’s Transition Services Liaison 
Project for additional information regarding the Framework and district 
level probes.   

 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on February 14, 2007 
from a Parent Information Center in Iowa regarding additional 
information and resources about the February 13th teleseminar.   

 
Goal 3: Collaborative Activities  

 NDPC-SD participated in a conference call with NPSO and NSTTAC on 
February 2, 2007 regarding the collaborative effort between the three 
centers.    
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 NDPC-SD met with Georgia SEA personnel and North Georgia GLRS on 
February 5, 2007 to discuss collaboration and planning activities for 
Georgia’s SPDIG proposal.  

 On February 6, 2007, Dr. Loujeania W. Bost received an invitation from the 
Georgia Governor’s Office Partnership for Excellence in Education to 
serve as a national expert on research strategies for increasing graduation 
rates.     

 NDPC-SD participated in the National Post School Outcomes Center 
Advisory Committee Meeting on February 21, 2007, which was held in 
conjunction with the 19th Annual At-Risk Youth National Forum.   

 NDPC-SD collaborated with the National Dropout Prevention Center to 
incorporate Students with Disabilities Strand into the 19th Annual At-Risk 
Youth National Forum in Myrtle Beach, SC on February 18-22, 2007. 

 NDPC-SD participated in a conference call with OSEP on February 9, 2007 
regarding the analysis of State Performance Plan for Indicators 1 & 2.  

 On February 26, 2007, NDPC-SD participated in a planning call with 
Suana Wessendorf, Behavior Disorders Consultant, and Iowa Dept of 
Education to discuss NDPC-SD’s collaboration and participation with the 
"Dropout Prevention Strand [for Students with EBD]" at the 2007 
International Conference on Behavioral Disorders. 

  
Goal 4: Dissemination  

 NDPC-SD disseminated the NDPC-SD brochure, the Cognitive-
Behavioral tri-fold, the NDPC-SD webcard, A Few Steps to Better Data, 
and Effective Interventions in Dropout Prevention: 

o at a meeting in Atlanta, Georgia on February 5th (100 copies of each),  
o to the Maryland Department of Education (35 copies of each),  
o at the M-DCPS Division of Special Education Leadership Team 

Meeting in Miami, Florida on February 15th (50 copies of each), 
o at the 19th Annual At-Risk Youth National Forum in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina on February 18-22, 2007 (100 copies of each).   
 NDPC-SD disseminated five copies of the newest publication A Few Steps 

to Better Data to each of the Special Education Directors in the 60 U.S. 
states and territories on February 4, 2007.   

 NDPC-SD disseminated 25 copies of the Cognitive-Behavioral tri-fold to 
the Georgia Department of Education on February 7, 2007.   

 NDPC-SD disseminated 15 copies of A Few Steps to Better Data on 
February 21, 2007 to the Kentucky Department of Education. 
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 EDC continued marketing efforts for the February 13th teleseminar by 
placing an ad in the Jan/Feb issue of CollabNews, the monthly electronic 
newsletter of the Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative.   

 EDC posted the transcript of the November 9, 2006 teleseminar on the 
Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative’s web site.   

 EDC continued to subscribe, update, and monitor subscriptions of the 
email list.  This month, subscriptions grew from 926 to 941 subscribers, an 
increase of 15 new subscribers this month. 

 
Management 

 NDPC-SD was pleased to host Assistant Secretary John Hager, Mr. Jim 
Button, and Ms. Anna Clay from the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) on 
February 12, 2007 for a program site visit in Clemson, South Carolina and 
on February 19-21, 2007 at the 19th Annual At-Risk Youth National Forum 
in Myrtle Beach, SC.   

 Held a conference call with the External Evaluator on February 13, 2007.   
 Held the biannual NDPC-SD Advisory Committee Meeting on February 

20, 2007 in conjunction with the 19th Annual At-Risk Youth National 
Forum.   

 EDC produced its Year of the End Report for Year 3. 
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NDPC-SD Web Statistics  
Total Page Views (English): 7,131 
Total Page Views (Spanish): 890 
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Top Five Pages Viewed (English) 

 NDPC-SD Home Page: 3,575 views 
 Effective Practices and Strategies: 330 views 
 Resources Overview: 245  views 
 Technical Assistance: 180 views 
 Teleseminar/Web Seminar Archives: 177 views 
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Top Five Pages Viewed (Spanish) 

 Página Principal de NDPC-SD (espanol/index.htm): 71 views 
 Sobre el NDPC-SD (espanol/about/index.htm): 41 views 
 La Privacidad (espanol/privacy.htm): 39 views  
 Las Estrategias y Prácticas (espanol/practices/strategies.htm): 39 views 
 Apoyo Técnico (espanol/assistance/index.htm): 33 views 

 
NDPC-SD Website Downloads 
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Top 10 Downloads 

 Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Teachers (/assistance/docs/Recommendations_for_Teachers—20060920.pdf). 
531 downloads. 

 Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Administrators (/assistance/docs/Recommendations_for_Administrators—
20060920.pdf). 383 downloads. 

 Effective Interventions in Dropout Prevention: A Practice Brief for Educators, 
Volume 1, Number 1 (resources/docs/prctbrief.pdf). 332 downloads. 

 Handout for November 11 Teleseminar (/econnections/teleseminar-
061109/handout.pdf). 204 downloads. 

 A Few Steps to Better Data (assistance/docs/a_few_steps_to_better_data.pdf). 
183 downloads. 
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 An Analysis of State Performance Plan Data for Indicator 1 (Graduation) 
(/assistance/docs/indicator_1--graduation.pdf). 160 downloads. 

 An Analysis of State Performance Plan Data for Indicator 2 (Dropout) 
(/assistance/docs/indicator_2--dropout.pdf). 152 downloads. 

 PowerPoint presentation: “Pathways to success: Making a difference 
through scientifically proven instructional practices & professional 
development” (practices/docs/ndpconf1.pdf). 129 downloads. 

 PowerPoint Presentation: “Self-Determination as a Dropout Prevention 
Strategy” (resources/docs/self-det.pdf). 92 downloads. 

 Key Points of “Translating National Data into State and Local Practice” 
(/econnections/docs/blackorbykeypoints.pdf). 83 downloads. 

 
Upcoming Events   

 March 1-2, 2007 – Meeting with Oklahoma and Colorado. 
 March 7, 2007 – Conference call with the Mid-South Regional Resource 

Center (MSRRC) and participating states within the Mid-South region. 
 March 9, 2007 – Conference call with OSEP, the three Centers, NASSDE, 

and the RRCs regarding Secretary Hager’s new transition initiative. 
 March 19-22, 2007 - OSEP TA&D Conference and Joint OESE-OSEP 

Leveraging Resources Conference in Washington, DC.   
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