
 
 

Page 1 of 8 
 

Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report – March 2007 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

States represented in technical assistance delivery from NDPC-SD this month (15)  
AZ, CO, FL, GA, ID, IL, KY, MD, ME, MI, NC, OH, OK, SC, TN (Includes requests from 
individuals or agencies other than SEAs and LEAs)  

Type of Technical Assistance States Received 
• Request Information/Materials: CA, FL, TN 
• Conference Calls: MD, SC 
• Conference Presentation: AZ, CO, ID, ME, MI, NC, OH, TN 
• Phone/Written Consultation: FL, GA, KY 
• On-site TA: CO, GA, OK 

States engaging in some type of interaction with NDPC-SD this year (40) 
AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, GA, GU, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, MD, MA, ME, MI, MN, MO, 
MS, MT, NJ, NC, NH, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VT, VI, VA, WV, WI, 
WY  Other: Liberia, Pakistan 
Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month (41) 
AED/NICHCY, AIR, CADRE, CAST, CTQ, Council of Chief State School Officers, ECO, EDC, 
FRC, FCTD, FL PBS Project, PDA Center, IDRA, IRIS Center, MPRRC, MSRRC, Monarch Center, 
NASDSE, NCCRESt/NIUSI, NCDB, NCEO, NCSEAM, NCSER, NCRLD,  NECTAC, NHSC, 
NPDCI, NPSO, NERRC, NCRRC, NSTTAC, OSEP, OSERS, PACER, PEPNet, PEAK Parent 
Center, PTAC, PBIS, SERRC, Westat, WRRC.  

 
March  2007  

Year to Date  
Unduplicated 

(Jan. 07 – Dec. 07) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

0 (3) 
 

6 (8) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences 

N/A 15 (20)  

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

2 (7) 11 (61) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone or written 
consultations 

2 (1) 6 (5) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site technical assistance  

3 (0) 
 

4 (48) 

Total number of states (LEAs) 
receiving some type of technical 
assistance from NDPC-SD 

9 (11) 40  



 
 

Page 2 of 8 
 

 
Goal 1: Knowledge Development    

 IDRA provided the final English to Spanish translation on of the late Fall 
2006 Big IDEAs electronic newsletter.   

 IDRA has begun designing and developing a planned variation of IDRA’s 
Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program with an emphasis on students with 
disabilities.  IDRA will work with Dr. Alba Ortiz, a national expert on 
special education, to inform the planned variation’s design.   

 EDC coordinated and completed the transcription and editing of the 
February teleseminar. 

 EDC continued to plan for the May 2007 WebSeminar, the speaker will be 
Dr. Toks Fashola (exact day to be announced).   

 EDC recruited Dr. Sandra Christenson for the Fall 2007 teleseminar.   
 EDC coordinated and completed the transcription and editing of the 

February teleseminar. The transcript is currently being proofed by Dr. Jim 
Knight for final corrections.   

 
Goal 2: Technical Assistance  
Georgia 

 On March 6, 2007, NDPC-SD met with GA/DOE/ESE to complete 
planning for NDPC-SD partnership in the GA /State Personnel 
Development Improvement Grant.  If funded, NDPC-SD will replicate 
training recently conducted in North GA RESA across the remaining 16 
regions in the state over the next five years.   

 NDPC-SD participated in a conference call on March 26, 2007 with Laura 
Brown, Director, re: future activities for the GA School Completion 
Project, including visit to target schools to meet with administration and 
school teams; next steps to implement school-based models within the 
two identified target schools; and the continuation of on-going TA (e.g., 
summer institute and quarterly booster sessions) for each of the 13 school 
districts.  

Florida 
 On March 29, 2007, NDPC-SD discussed and completed the Miami-Dade 

County Public Schools’ curriculum and instruction work plan for special 
education for Indicator #2 Dropout, including, activities, time line, and 
monitoring and evaluation.  Discussed “next steps” for M-DCPS, 
specifically, tier 1 training to begin fall 2007.  

Maryland 
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 On March 26, 2007, NPDC-SD participated in a conference call with Tom 
Barkley from the Maryland State Department of Education to plan next 
steps for our direct technical assistance work with MD.   

Colorado/Oklahoma 
 On March 1-2, 2007, NDPC-SD met with the Oklahoma Department of 

Education and the Colorado Department of Education to plan and discuss 
NDPC-SD’s direct TA with OK and CO, respectively.   

Requests 
 Responded to invitation from Dr. Mitchell Yell at USC on behalf of the SC 

Department of Education to collaborate in the development of the SC 
SPDG application that will establish regional TA centers in the state to 
address areas of state need including dropout and graduation.   

 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on March 1, 2007 from a 
student in California regarding information for research on language 
development in bilingual children.   

 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on March 14, 2007 
regarding information on residential programs that prepare dropouts for 
the GED exam.  

 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on March 19, 2007 from 
a student at Freed-Hardeman University in TN requesting resources for a 
presentation on dropout prevention for students with disabilities.   

 NDPC-SD received a technical assistance request on March 31, 2007 from 
Brevard H.S. Academy, a private school in Florida, requesting additional 
information about NDPC-SD.   

 
Goal 3: Collaborative Activities  

 NDPC-SD held, in conjunction with the Mid-South Regional Resource 
Center, a conference call on March 7, 2007 to discuss dropout prevention 
issues that specifically relate to the Mid-South region.   

 NDPC-SD participated in a conference call on March 8, 2007 with Joe 
Harris, from the National High School Center regarding future 
collaboration between NHSC and NDPC-SD.  

 NDPC-SD attended the OESE/OSEP 2nd Annual Leveraging Resources 
Conference on March 21-22, 2007 in Washington, DC to determine how 
the OESE Comprehensive Centers and Equity Assistance Centers, and the 
OSEP Technical Assistance and Dissemination Projects can coalesce 
around the issues and across regions to improve AYP.  

 State Capacity Building Initiative:  
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o NDPC-SD participated in a conference call with OSEP, NPSO and 
NSTTAC on March 9, 2007 regarding the State Capacity Building 
Initiative.   

o NDPC-SD presented in collaboration with NSTTAC and NPSO at 
the 2007 OSEP TA&D Conference on March 20, 2007 at a panel 
presentation entitled Making the Connection: Collaborative TA 
Addressing Secondary Transition Indicators 1, 2, 13, & 14.    

o NDPC-SD participated in a planning meeting with OSERS, OSEP, 
NSTTAC, NPSO, NASDSE, and CSAVR on March 21, 2007 in 
Washington, DC.   

 NDPC-SD participated in three planning calls with Suana Wessendorf, 
Behavior Disorders Consultant, and Iowa Dept of Education on March 6, 
21, & 29, 2007, to discuss NDPC-SD’s collaboration and participation with 
the "Dropout Prevention Strand [for Students with EBD]" at the 2007 
International Conference on Behavioral Disorders. 

 
Goal 4: Dissemination  

 NDPC-SD disseminated the NDPC-SD brochure, the Cognitive-
Behavioral tri-fold, A Few Steps to Better Data, and Effective Interventions in 
Dropout Prevention: 

o at the meeting with the OK Department of Education,  
o at the OSEP TA&D Conference in Washington, DC.   

 EDC continued to subscribe, update, and monitor subscriptions of the 
email list.  This month, subscriptions grew from 941 subscribers to 998, 
an increase of 57 new subscribers this month. 

 EDC began coordinating the Spring 2007 issue, including establishing editorial 
content and deadlines, which will be produced and disseminated in late April 
2007. 

 EDC created and contributed NDPC-SD editorial content to the March 2007 
issue of CollabNews and disseminated to all members and associates of the 
Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative.   

 
Management 

 Held a conference call with IDRA on March 7, 2007. 
 Held a conference call with our Project Officer on March 8, 2007.  
 Held three ETE meetings on March 12, 2007 and March 28-29, 2007.   
 Held our Partner call on March 29, 2007.   
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NDPC-SD Web Statistics  
 
Total Page Views (English): 7,266 
Total Page Views (Spanish): 1,242 
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Top Five Pages Viewed (English) 

 NDPC-SD Home Page: 3,388  views 
 Effective Practices and Strategies: 283 views 
 Resources Overview: 240   views 
 Teleseminar/Web Seminar Archives: 238 views 
 About NDPC-SD: 192 views 
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Top Five Pages Viewed (Spanish) 

 Página Principal de NDPC-SD (espanol/index.htm): 87 views 
 La Privacidad (espanol/privacy.htm): 57 views  
 Apoyo Técnico (espanol/assistance/index.htm): 49 views 
 Las Estrategias y Prácticas (espanol/practices/strategies.htm): 48 views 
 Sobre el NDPC-SD (espanol/about/index.htm): 46 views 

 
NDPC-SD Website Downloads 
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Top 10 Downloads 

 Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Teachers (/assistance/docs/Recommendations_for_Teachers—20060920.pdf). 
554 downloads. 

 Handout for November 11 Teleseminar (/econnections/teleseminar-
061109/handout.pdf). 254 downloads. 

 Effective Interventions in Dropout Prevention: A Practice Brief for Educators, 
Volume 1, Number 1 (resources/docs/prctbrief.pdf). 253 downloads. 

 An Analysis of State Performance Plan Data for Indicator 2 (Dropout) 
(/assistance/docs/indicator_2--dropout.pdf). 189 downloads. 

 A Few Steps to Better Data (assistance/docs/a_few_steps_to_better_data.pdf). 
185 downloads. 

 PowerPoint presentation: “Pathways to success: Making a difference 
through scientifically proven instructional practices & professional 
development” (practices/docs/ndpconf1.pdf). 185 downloads. 

 PowerPoint presentation: “Bringing Research and Practice Together: The 
Colca-Cola Valued Youth Program” 
(resources/docs/SEAForum2006/Cortez_Cortez--Coca-Cola_Valued_Youth.pdf). 
138 downloads. 

 An Analysis of State Performance Plan Data for Indicator 1 (Graduation) 
(/assistance/docs/indicator_1--graduation.pdf). 135 downloads. 

 Key Points of “Translating National Data into State and Local Practice” 
(/econnections/docs/blackorbykeypoints.pdf). 126 downloads. 
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 Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Administrators (/assistance/docs/Recommendations_for_Administrators—
20060920.pdf). 118 downloads. 

 
Upcoming Events   

 April 3, 2007 – Presentation at the Improving Student Outcomes…Creating 
Effective PreK-12 Systems for Dropout Prevention in Hartford, Connecticut.   

 April 17, 2007- Building level training with GA Graduation Project schools  
 April 20, 2007 – Breakout Session at the 2007 CEC Convention entitled 

Improving Outcomes of Students with Disabilities Through National Technical 
Centers.   

 April 27, 2007 – Presentation at Clemson University’s 2007 Faculty Forum 
in Clemson, South Carolina.   

 May 1-4 Participate in NSTAAC capacity building forum. NDPC-SD staff 
will provide content sessions, serve as facilitators, serve as content 
experts, and participate in Advisory Meeting.  
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