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National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report – March 2008 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

 
States receiving some type of technical assistance from NDPC-SD this month:, 
DE, FL, GA, OH, OR, PA, VA 
 

Type of Technical Assistance States Received 
• Request Information/Materials/TA: DE 
• Conference Presentation: VA 
• Phone/Written Consultation: FL, GA, OH, OR, PA, VA 
• On-site TA: GA, VA 

 
States engaging in some type of interaction with NDPC-SD this year: 26  
AL, AR, DC, DE, FL, GA, IL, IA, LA, MI, MO, MN, MS, NC, ND, NM, NY, OH, 
OR, PA, SD, TX, UT, VA, VI 
 
Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month: 9 
EDC, IDEA Partnership, MSRRC, NERRC,  NPSO, NSTTAC, OSEP, National 
High School Center, National Center for Learning Disabilities 

 
March  
2008  

Year to Date  
Unduplicated 

(Jan. 08 – Dec. 08) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

1(0) 6 (0) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences/Webcasts 

N/A   20 (119) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

1 (230) 2 (19) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone or written 
consultations 

5 (2) 5 (2) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site technical assistance  

2 (58) 2 (50) 

Total number of instances SEAs 
(LEAs) received some type of 
technical assistance from NDPC-SD 

7(290) 25 
 (Total States Engaging in 

Some Type of TA) 
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Goal 1: Knowledge Development 

 Continued to develop practice briefs with ETE group 
 Begin draft outline for “Dropout Prevention Summary Publication” 
 Continued draft “Recommendations for Parents article” 
 Developed layout for  “12 Recommendations for Staying in School” 
  Continued review and analysis of all states’ 2007 Annual Performance 

Reports.  
 
Goal 2: Technical Assistance  

   
Florida 

 Conducted monthly meeting with Robin Morrison of Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools regarding NDPC-SD Presentation at the District Share Fair.  

 NDPC-SD assisted in planning Miami-Dade CPS presentation at the SEA 
Institute, as well as upcoming summer training and next steps. Received 
updates regarding district dropout prevention initiative, district team and 
activities, schools teams, actions plans, and activities.  

Georgia 
 Conducted monthly meeting with Gainesville Leadership and Dropout 

Prevention Initiative Team. 
 Conducted four days of training and technical assistance with 17 counties. 

The designated topical areas this month were school completion and 
effective transition planning.  

 Consultation was provided for each team by reviewing and providing 
feedback on their respective improvement/action plans. Schools will 
begin implementing these plans in August, 2008. Additional training on 
specific program models and strategies will be provided to teams in their 
summer institute. 

 Conducted full day of training for collaboration coached in preparation 
for on-site implementation. 

 Conducted on-site meeting with the principal and data staff at Rabun 
County High School in Tiger, GA to develop survey data and plan 
additional data work. 

Ohio 
 Worked with the Ohio Department of Education on planning a meeting to 

design a unified dropout prevention effort for the state. 
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Oregon 
 Developed materials and continued planning and preparation for April 

TA visit. 
Pennsylvania 

 Developed materials and continued planning with PA Department of 
Education staff to begin planning for TA visit in April. Developed 
tentative agenda and plan for the 2-day visit. 

Virginia 
 Provided 3-hour pre-conference session for school teams in conjunction 

with the Virginia Statewide Transition Conference. NDPC-SD also 
provided 2 concurrent sessions during the regular conference. 
Approximately 230 local educators attended the pre-conference and break 
out sessions.  

 Conducted planning meeting with Virginia Department of Education for 
year-long strategy for statewide dropout prevenion, including interfacing 
with other relevant division (e.g. curriculum, assesment, student services).  

 Conducted planning call with Mary Lou Wall of VCASE (Virginia 
Commonwealth Association of Special Educators) regarding NDPC-SD’s 
presentation at eh VCASE Spring Institute. At the request of VCASE, 
NDPC-SD is currently preparing “The Leadership Challenge in Dropout 
Prevention: It’s Everybody’s Business.” 

Requests 
Responding to request to make presentation at state transition conference in May 
2008 
 
Goal 3: Collaborative Activities  
National High School Center 

 Worked with High School Content Center to prepare presentations for 
Dropout Prevention strand at Council for Exceptional Children’s Annual 
Convention in April. Dr. Bost will co-moderate the strand with the 
National High School Center director. 

NPSO & NSTTAC 
 Continued planning for combined Forum scheduled for May 7-9, 2008. 

Registration for the Forum will be done via the FRRC conference 
registration system. Registration is currently open. Speakers have been 
selected, approved by OSEP and contacted. 

Collaborative Transition    
 Participated in ongoing planning for the 3 Centers collaborative meeting 

“Making the Connection” in Baltimore April 8-9. 
NCRRC & MSRRC 
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 Participated in planning for September 2008: Making the Connection 
meeting. 

 

Goal 4: Dissemination 
Teleseminars and Web Events 

 EDC coordinated the dissemination of its yearly evaluation survey in 
order to gather feedback about the quality, usefulness, and relevance of 
our eNewsletter and Web site.  Participants’ feedback will be used to 
better meet our users’ needs for information about school completion 
issues and effective dropout prevention programs in the future.  The 
deadline for completing the survey is March 14, 2008.  

 EDC Developed an evaluation summary for website and eNewsletter. See 
Attached.  

 EDC finalized evaluation of January 22, 2008 webanair with Dr. Sandra 
Christensen. Ninety-two sites downloaded via the web and an additional 
119 via phone. Attendees gave the program above average ratings on their 
evaluations. 93% of the attendees rated the overall teleseminar as 
“excellent,” “very good,” or “good.” 93% rated the content in the same 
way. 100% of the attendees answered “strongly agree,” “somewhat 
agree,” to the statements, “This NDPC-SD program was of high quality” 
and “This NDPC-SD program was useful to our organization.  93% of the 
attendees answered “strongly agree” or “somewhat agree,” to the 
statement, “This NDPC-SD program was relevant to improving results for 
students with disabilities.”The presenter also received outstanding marks. 
100% of the attendees rating the overall effectiveness of Dr. Christenson’s 
presentation as “excellent,” “very good,” or “good.” 
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NDPC-SD Web Site 

Monthly Statistics – March 2008 

Total Page Views (English):  6,573 
For March 2008, the number of English page views is estimated. Page views were not counted 
from March 19 – March 31, due to a redesign of the site in which all pages were moved.  This 
period was 39% of the month of March, this percentage was used to estimate the number of page 
views not counted, which was added to the number of counted page views for March 1 – 18.  
 
Total Page Views (Spanish): 1,133 

 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (English): 
1. NDPC-SD Home Page (default.htm). 1,643 views. 
2. Effective Practices and Strategies (practices/index.htm). 237  views. 
3. Resources Overview (resources/index.htm). 213 views. 
4. About NDPC-SD (about/index.htm). 165 views. 
5. eConnections (econnections/index.htm). 161 views. 
6. Technical Assistance (assistance/index.htm). 146 views. 
7. Events Calendar (calendar/index.htm). 126 views. 
8. SEA Forum 2006 (/resources/seaforum2006.html) 112 views. 
9. eNews – Big IDEAs (enews/index.htm). 110 views. 
10. Contact Us (/contact.htm). 106 views. 



 
 

Page 6 of 6 
 

 

 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (Spanish): 
1. Puntos Sobresalientes (espanol/index.htm). 123 views. 
2. Commentarios (espanol/feedback/index.htm). 79 views. 
3. Sobre el NDPC-SD (espanol/about/index.htm). 48 views. 
4. Apoyo Técnico (espanol/assistance/index.htm). 46 views. 
5. Noticias Electrónicas (espanol/enews/index.htm). 43 views. 
6. Prácticas Efectivas (espanol/practices/index.htm). 40 views. 
7. Welcome (espanol/index2.htm). 40 views. 
8. Privacidad (espanol/privacy.htm). 40 views. 
9. Resumen de Recursos (espanol/resources/index.htm). 40 views. 
10. Calendario de Actividades (espanol/calendar/index.htm). 38 views. 

 

Top 10 Downloads: 
1. Partnering with Parents in Dropout Prevention: The Need and the How 

(/econnections/teleseminar-061109/handout.pdf) 385 downloads. 



 
 

Page 7 of 7 
 

2. Collecting Post-School Outcome Data: Strategies for Increasing Response 
Rates   (/docs/final_pso_doc.pdf) 315 downloads. 

3. Bringing Research and Practice Together The Coca-Cola Valued Youth 
Program (/resources/docs/seaforum2006/cortez_cortez--coca-
cola_valued_youth.pdf) 216 downloads. 

4. Building Effective Dropout Preventions Programs  
(/assistance/docs/building_effective_dropout_prevention_programs.pdf). 205 
downloads. 

5. Whatever It Takes: How Twelve Communities Are Reconnecting Out-of-
School Youth  (/documents/research_syntheses/whatever_it_takes_report.pdf) 
168 downloads. 

6. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Evidence-based 
Programs that Work (/documents/test/making-connections-across-
indicators.pdf) 161 downloads. 

7. Effective Interventions in Dropout Prevention: A Practice Brief for 
Educators, Volume 1, Number 1 (/resources/docs/prctbrief.pdf). 130 
downloads. 

8. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Evidence-based 
Programs that Work (docs/oklahoma_transition_conf_ppt.pdf).  121 
downloads. 

9. An Analysis of States' Annual Performance Report Data for Indicator 2 
(Dropout)  (/assistance/docs/2005-06+apr+analysis+of+dropout.pdf).  114 
downloads. 

10. APBS Newsletter Vol. 5, No. 4 (/docs/apbs_newsletter_sandra20080128.pdf) 
105 downloads. 
 

Management 
 NDPC-SD’s new and improved website was launched to glowing reviews 
 Continued development on NDPC-SD dropout risk calculator. 
 Continued preparing for NDPC-SD strand for May 2008 forum 
 Conducted NDPC-SD Partner call 
 Worked on revised 2008 budget 

 
Upcoming Events  

 April 2-5 – CEC Conference in Boston, MA 
 April 7-11 – Maryland on-site training in Baltimore, MD 
 April 15-18 – On-site TA in Harrisburg, PA 
 April 20-22 – On-site TA in Pendleton, OR 
 April 21-22 – PBS Share Fair at Miami-Dade County Public Schools in 

Miami, FL 
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 April 22-23 – Georgia SPDG training 


