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National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report – April 2008 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

 
States receiving some type of technical assistance from NDPC-SD this month:, 
CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, KY, MA, MD, OH, OR, PA, PR, RI, TN, VA, WV 
 

Type of Technical Assistance States Received 
• Request Information/Materials/TA: FL, MD 
• Conference Presentation: CT, DC, DE, KY, MA, MD, PR, RI, TN, 

VA, WV 
• Phone/Written Consultation: FL, GA, NM, OH, OR, PA 
• On-site TA: FL, MD, OR, PA 

  
States engaging in some type of interaction with NDPC-SD this year: 32 
AL, AR, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, KY, IL, IA, LA, MA, MD, MI, MO, MN, MS, NC, 
ND, NM, NY, OH, OR, PA, RI, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, VI, WV 
 
Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month: 9 

 
April 2008  

Year to Date  
Unduplicated 

(Jan. 08 – Dec. 08) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

2 (0) 6 (0) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences/Webcasts 

N/A   20 (119) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

12 (20) 13 (19) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone or written 
consultations 

4 (2) 5 (2) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site technical assistance  

3 (49] 2 (50) 

Total number of instances SEAs 
(LEAs) received some type of 
technical assistance from NDPC-SD 

19(49) 32 
 (Total States Engaging in 

Some Type of TA) 
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EDC, IDEA Partnership, MSRRC, NERRC,  NPSO, NSTTAC, OSEP, National 
High School Center, National Center for Learning Disabilities 
 
Goal 1: Knowledge Development 

 Continued to develop practice briefs with ETE group 
 Begin draft outline for “Dropout Prevention Summary Publication” 
 Continued draft “Recommendations for Parents article” 
 Made final edits of “Recommendations for Teachers” article 
 Continued draft “Recommendations for Administrators” 
 Continued review and analysis of all states’ 2007 Annual Performance 

Reports.  
 Created video for students entitled “Thinking of Dropping Out? Think 

Again!” 
 Developed draft video for students entitled “10 Tips for Staying in 

School” 
 
Goal 2: Technical Assistance    
Florida 

 Visited on-site to conduct monthly meeting with Robin Morrison of 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Received updates regarding district 
dropout prevention initiative, district team and activities, schools teams, 
actions plans, and activities.  

 NDPC-SD particpated in PBS Share Fair with Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. 

Georgia 
 Conducted monthly meeting with Gainesville Leadership and Dropout 

Prevention Initiative Team. 
 Consultation was provided for each team by reviewing and providing 

feedback on their respective improvement/action plans. Schools will 
begin implementing these plans in August, 2008. Additional training on 
specific program models and strategies will be provided to teams in their 
summer institute. 

New Mexico 
 Continued working with CADRE with the New Mexico Public Education 

Department of Special Education. NDPC-SD will be presenting 
“Enhancing School Engagement, School Completion, and Post-School 
Outcomes for Students with Disabilities.” 

Ohio 
 Worked with the Ohio Department of Education on planning a meeting to 

design a unified dropout prevention effort for the state. 
Oregon 
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 Provided on-site technical assistance to 22 schools in Pendleton, OR with 
the Oregon Department of Education. 

Pennsylvania 
 Provided on-site technical assistance to PA Department of Education 

Division of Special Education. Presentations were sent via 
videoconference to 47 downlink locations around the state. 

Virginia 
 Conducted planning call with Mary Lou Wall of VCASE (Virginia 

Commonwealth Association of Special Educators) regarding NDPC-SD’s 
presentation at the VCASE Spring Institute. At the request of VCASE, 
NDPC-SD is currently preparing “The Leadership Challenge in Dropout 
Prevention: It’s Everybody’s Business.” 

Requests 
Responded to request from MD to participate in Fall Transition Conference. 
 
Goal 3: Collaborative Activities  
National High School Center 

 Worked with High School Content Center for Dropout Prevention strand 
at Council for Exceptional Children’s Annual Convention. Dr. Bost co-
moderated the strand with the National High School Center director. 

NPSO & NSTTAC 
 Continued planning for combined Forum scheduled for May 7-9, 2008. 

Registration for the Forum will be done via the FRRC conference 
registration system. Registration is currently open. Speakers have been 
selected, approved by OSEP and contacted. 

Collaborative Transition    
 Participated in the 3 Centers collaborative meeting “Making the 

Connection” in Baltimore. In attendance were 42 participants from 13 
states. 

NCRRC & MSRRC 
 Participated in planning for September 2008: Making the Connection 

meeting. 
 

Goal 4: Dissemination 
Teleseminars and Web Events 

 EDC prepared the MP4 podcasts, whole and separate section files, 
including transcripts, of the three teleseminars in 2005.  Previously, all of 
the recordings were on audio cassettes, but after determining that it was 
more cost effective to post the files on the website, we moved away from 
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the cassettes.  Last month, EDC transferred all of the cassettes to CD.  EDC 
sent the media files to Clemson for posting.     

 The Collaborative supported state team members and presenters’ travel 
and attendance at the May Forum.  The Collaborative also promoted 
NDPC-SD’s work and Web site resources. 

 EDC worked with its IT department to determine the best strategy for 
maintaining the Big IDEAs subscription form in light of the new NDPC-
SD website.  EDC sent instructions to Clemson on how to do this. 

 EDC continued to subscribe, update, and monitor subscriptions of the Big 
IDEAs Dropout Prevention Strategies eNewsletter email list.  This month, 
subscriptions grew from 1,402 to 1,451, which is an increase of 49 new 
subscribers this month.   The Collaborative added new Members and 
Associates to the eNewsletter list this month 

 
NDPC-SD Web Site 

Monthly Statistics – April 2008 

Total Page Views (English):  9,821 
Total Page Views (Spanish): 1,527 
Web views this month increased 3,248 page views from March, an increase of 34% 

 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (English): 
1. NDPC-SD Home Page (default.php). 3,025 views. 
2. Resources Overview (resources/default.php). 367 views. 
3. Knowledge Development Overview (resources/default.php). 343 views. 
4. About NDPC-SD  (about/default.php). 297 views. 
5. Collaboration Overview (collaboration/default.php). 275 views. 
6. Technical Assistance Overview (tech_assistance/default.php). 274views. 
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7. Dissemination Overview (dissemination /default.php).). 272 views. 
8. Conference Materials and Presentations 

(dissemination/conferencematerialspresentations.php). 257 views. 
9. What's New: Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Evidence-

based Programs that Work (newsandevents/ndpc-sd_evidence-
basedprogramsthatwork.php). 248 views. 

10. What's New: Positive behavior support: A potentially important strategy 
for dropout prevention (newsandevents/pbs-strategyfordropoutprevention.php) 
241 views 

 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (Spanish): 
1. Puntos Sobresalientes (espanol/index.htm). 167 views. 
2. Sobre el NDPC-SD (espanol/about/index.htm). 68 views. 
3. Welcome (espanol/index2.htm). 59 views. 
4. Calendario de Actividades (espanol/calendar/index.htm). 55 views. 
5. Prácticas Efectivas (espanol/practices/index.htm). 54 views. 
6. Apoyo Técnico (espanol/assistance/index.htm). 54 views. 
7. Resumen de Recursos (espanol/resources/index.htm). 53 views. 
8. Noticias Electrónicas (espanol/enews/index.htm). 52 views. 
9. Commentarios (espanol/feedback/index.htm). 49 views. 
10. Privacidad (español/privacy.htm). 48 views 
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Top 10 Downloads: 
1. Whatever It Takes: How Twelve Communities Are Reconnecting Out-of-

School Youth (/documents/research_syntheses/whatever_it_takes_report.pdf) 
683 downloads. 

2. The Role of Parents in Dropout Prevention: Strategies that Promote 
Graduation and School Achievement  (/documents/teleseminars/parents-
061109/parentbrief_jul06.pdf) 607 downloads. 

3. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Teachers  
(/documents/other_presentations/recommendations_for_teachers--20060920.pdf)  
596 downloads. 

4. Pathways to Success: Making a Difference Through Scientifically Proven 
Instructional Practices & Professional Development   
(/documents/sea/2004_sea_forum/knight_pathways_to_success1.pdf) 384 
downloads. 

5. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Evidence-based 
Programs that Work (docs/oklahoma_transition_conf_ppt.pdf).  292 
downloads. 

6. Collecting Post-School Outcome Data: Strategies for Increasing Response 
Rates   (/docs/final_pso_doc.pdf) 230 downloads. 

7. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Teachers  
(/documents/other_presentations/recommendations_for_administrators--
20060920.pdf)  213 downloads. 

8. Promoting Academic Success via Classroom Structure 
(/documents/sea/2004_sea_forum/ruhl_promoting_academic_success_via-
classroom_structure.doc)  202 downloads. 
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9. Presentation - 2006 NDPC/SD Forum: Effective Strategies for Dropout 
Prevention    (/documents/sea/2006_sea_forum/smink_cash--
universal_strategies.pdf) 173 downloads. 

10. Presentation - Engaging Students with School: The Essential Dimension of 
Dropout Prevention Programs  (/documents/teleseminars/christenson-
071211/christiansen-engaging-students-20080122.pdf) 159 downloads. 
 

Management 
 Continued development on NDPC-SD dropout risk calculator. 
 Continued preparing for NDPC-SD strand for May 2008 forum 
 Conducted NDPC-SD Partner call 
 Worked on revised 2008 budget 

 
Upcoming Events  

 May 7-9  – May Forum in Charlotte, NC 
 May14-17 – Urban Collaborative Spring Meeting in New Orleans, LA 
 May 20-23 – VCASE Conference in Virginia Beach, VA 

 


