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National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities 
 Monthly Report – September 2008 

Project Activities 
 

Overall Technical Assistance Summary 

States receiving some type of technical assistance from NDPC-SD this month: AL, 
AR, AZ,  FL, GA, LA, ID, IN, IA, LA, KS, MD, MI, MO, MS, MN, NM, NY, OH, OK, 
OR, PR, SD, TX, VA, WI 
 

Type of Technical Assistance States Received 
• Request Information/Materials/TA: MD, MO, MS, SD, WI  
• Conference Presentation: AL, AR, AZ, ID, IN, IA, LA, KS, MD, MI, MN, 

MO, OH, OK, OR, TX, WI 
• Phone/Written Consultation: FL, MD, MI, NM, NY, OK, SD, WI  
• On-site TA: WI 

 
States engaging in some type of interaction with NDPC-SD this year: 48 
AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, GU, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, 
MI, MO, MN, MS, NC, ND, NH, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, PR, RI, SC, SD, 
TN, TX, UT, VA, VI, WA, WI, WV, WY 
 

 
September 

2008  

Year to Date  
Unduplicated 

(Jan. 08 – Dec. 08) 
Number of SEAs (LEAs) requesting 
materials/information 

6 (1) 8 (1) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
Teleconferences/Webcasts 

N/A   20 (119) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) represented in 
NDPC-SD conference presentations 

51 (0) 79 (237) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving 
individual phone or written 
consultations 

6 (9) 28 (21) 

Number of SEAs (LEAs) receiving on-
site technical assistance  

2 (0) 11 (98) 

Total number of instances SEAs 
(LEAs) received some type of 
technical assistance from NDPC-SD 

 
59 (10) 

48 
 (Total States Engaging in 

Some Type of TA) 
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Total Partners and/or TA&D Centers interacted with this month: 16 
EDC, IDEA Partnership, MSRRC, MPRRC, WRRC, NCRRC, SARRC, NCLD, NERRC,  
NPSO, NSTTAC, OSEP, SERRC, NCRRC, National High School Center, National Center 
for Learning Disabilities. 
 
Goal 1: Knowledge Development 

 Continued development of practice briefs with ETE group. 
 Continued development of “Dropout Prevention Summary Publication.” 
 Continued development of draft “Recommendations for Parents” 
 Continued development of draft “Recommendations for Administrators.” 
 Continued “Thinking of Dropping Out? Think Again!” video development. 
 Continued development of draft video for students entitled “10 Tips for Staying 

in School.” 
Goal 2: Technical Assistance—States served:    
Alabama 

 Members of Alabama’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement.  
Accepted invitation to present at Statewide Transition Conference March 1-4, 
2009. 

Arkansas 
 Members of Arkansas’ state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 

Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement.  
Continued planning for dropout prevention workshop to be held in Little Rock 
November 19, 2008. 

Arizona 
 Dr. Bost conducted half day workshop on the role of administrators in dropout 

prevention at the AZ Directors’ Institute on September 12 & 13th in Phoenix, AZ. 
22 SEAs were represented. 

 Dr. Bost presented two sessions at the statewide transition conference on 
September 23.  

Florida 

 Conducted monthly meeting with Robin Morrison of Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. Received updates regarding district dropout prevention initiative, 
district team and activities, schools teams, actions plans, and activities. 
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 Dr. Smith and Ms. Morrison condcuted a planning call for upcoming training of 
PBS Schools, EBD Faculty, and North and South Regional Schools on Dropout 
Prevention scheduled for the week of October 13th.   

 
 
Georgia 

 Continued work with Rabun County High School on data from the NDPC-SD 
dropout risk calculator. 

 Conducted additional planning with GA SPDG for upcoming school year. 

 Conducted day session with 26 Collaboration Coaches from GA/DOE on the 
redelivery of the Attendance Training Module.  

Idaho 

 Members of Idaho’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

Indiana 
 Members of Indiana’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 

Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

Iowa 

 Members of Iowa’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

Kansas 

 Members of Kansas’ state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement.  

 Accepted invitation to make Keynote presentation at Statewide Transition 
Conference February 2-4 , 2009 in  Wichita, KS. 

Louisiana 

 Members of Louisiana’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement.  
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 Accepted an invitation to make presentation at Statewide Transition Conference 
in Lafayette, LA  in January 2009. 

 

Maryland 

 Dr. Smith presented a concurrent session at Maryland’s Division of Special 
Education 2008 Leadership Conference.  

 Dr. Klare worked with Northeast High School in Cecil County, MD on NDPC-SD 
calculator. Dr. Klare tailored the data fields and calculations to match Maryland’s 
assessment system and attendance policies and sent the tool to NDPC-SD’s 
contact at the school.  

 Sent requested dropout data for students with disabilities and general education 
youth to the Transition Coordinator for Alternative Education in Prince William 
County Schools. 

Michigan 

 Members of Michigan’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

 As a follow-up to the “Making Connections Institute, NDPC-SD sent requested 
materials to Michigan’s team. 

 Discussions commenced about Michigan schools utilizing the NDPC-SD 
calculator. 

Minnesota 

 Members of Minnesota’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

Missouri 

 NDPC-SD was invited to present at MITT (Missouri Interagency Transition 
Team) Annual Planning conference in Branson, MO on Monday, November 24th. 

 Members of Missouri’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

 Dr. Smith accepted an invitation to present at the Midwest Symposium for 
Leadership in Behavior Disorders in Kansas City, MO. 

New Mexico 
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 Dr. Klare corresponded and provided phone consultation with a guidance 
counselor in Cuba, NM about using the Risk Calculator. Dr. Klare tailored the 
data fields and calculations to match New Mexico’s assessment system and 
attendance policies. A follow-up meeting was scheduled for beginning of 
October.  

New York 

 Dr. Klare sent information on dropout rates for students with disabilities and 
general education youth to Nina M. Bershadker at the Robertson Foundation. 
Finalized one day institute in dropout prevention to be held in West Seneca, NY 
(Erie BOCES 1) October 6, 2008. 

Ohio 

 Members of Ohio’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement.  

 Worked with SEA personnel to finalize arrangements for TA support  for 
Secondary Transition Initiative.  

Oklahoma 

 Members of Oklahoma’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

 Completed contract with Oklahoma Department of Education for NDPC-SD to 
deliver TA to state and local education agencies in Oklahoma. NDPC-SD will 
present on dropout recovery and transition-related activities that encourage 
youth to stay in school at the State Superintendent’s Conference for Special 
Education on October 24th and 25th.  

Oregon 

 Members of Oregon’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

South Dakota 

 Dr. Klare corresponded with Dave Halverson about presenting at South Dakota’s 
Spring Conference. A follow-up meeting was scheduled for the Salt Lake City 
Making Connections Institute to discuss what content they need and when they 
will need technical assistance.  

Texas 



 
 

Page 6 of 6 
 

 Members of Texas’ state team attended “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

Wisconsin 

 NDPC-SD was invited to present at 2009 Wisconsin Transition Conference. 

 Members of Wisconsin’s state team attended  “Making Connections Institute” in 
Kansas City, MO. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. 

 Dr. Smith conducted 2 consulting/planning calls with Steve Gilles regarding a 
TA request for Racine, WI.  

 Dr. Smith met with Mary Kampa and Eva Kubinski during the Kansas City 
Making Connections Institute to discuss the next steps of the Racine, WI TA 
request and visit. During the meeting, data was consulted, and information 
about the work outline NDPC-SD used in Miami-Dade County Schools was 
given.  

 

Goal 3: Collaborative Activities  
NCRRC, SERRC, NSTTAC and NPSO 

 Making Connections Institute - NDPC-SD organized and ran this meeting in 
Kansas City, MO. There were 53 state team members and 14 TA staff in 
attendance. The institute allowed NDPC-SD, NSTTAC, NPSO, and RRC staff to 
work with 53 people from 15 states (AL, AR, ID, IN, IA, LA, KS, MI, MN, MO, 
OH, OK, OR, TX, WI). The institute was a 1.5-day long event at which state teams 
learned strategies for addressing their data for the Part B Indicators 1, 2, 13, and 
14. The content focused on three main topics around the data: 
collection/analysis, reporting, and using data for program improvement. Based 
on participant comments, the institute was useful, relevant and the content was 
well presented and of high quality.  

 Participated in planning call for October Making the Connections meeting in Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

 
Goal 4: Dissemination 

 Ongoing updates to NDPC-SD website.  
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NDPC-SD Web Site 

Monthly Statistics – September 2008 

Total Page Views (English):  5,594 
Total Page Views (Spanish): 1,432 

 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (English): 
1. NDPC-SD Home Page (default.php). 2,046 views. 
2. Knowledge Development Overview (knowledge/default.php). 218 views. 
3. Resources Overview (resources/default.php). 198 views. 
4. About NDPC-SD (about/default.php). 189 views. 
5. Technical Assistance Overview (tech_assistance/default.php). 165 views. 
6. Conference Materials and Presentations 

(/dissemination/conferencematerialspresentations.php). 154 views. 
7. Dissemination Overview (dissemination/default.php). 151 views. 
8. Collaboration Overview (collaboration/default.php). 145 views. 
9. Dissemination Teleseminars and Web Events (dissemination/teleseminars.php) 131 

views. 
10. Contact Us/Feedback (contact/contactus.php) 130 views. 

Top 10 Most Viewed Pages (Spanish): 
1. Puntos Sobresalientes (espanol/index.htm). 99 views. 
2. Sobre el NDPC-SD (espanol/about/index.htm). 80 views. 
3. Commentarios/commentarios (espanol/feedback/comments.htm). 68 views. 
4. Welcome  (espanol/index2.htm). 65 views. 
5. Prácticas Efectivas (espanol/practices/index.htm). 63 views. 
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6. Commentarios (espanol/feedback/index.htm). 61 views. 
7. Noticias Electrónicas (espanol/enews/index.htm). 60 views. 
8. eConexiones (espanol/econnections/index.htm). 59 views. 
9. Calendario de Actividades (espanol/calendar/index.htm). 59 views. 
10. Commentarios (espanol/assistance/index.htm). 56 views. 
 

 

Top 10 Downloads: 
1. Whatever It Takes: How Twelve Communities Are Reconnecting Out-of-School 

Youth (/documents/research_syntheses/whatever_it_takes_report.pdf) 699 downloads. 
2. The Role of Parents in Dropout Prevention: Strategies that Promote Graduation 

and School Achievement  (/documents/pacer/parent_brief_pacer_2006.pdf) 327 
downloads. 

3. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Recommendations for 
Teachers (/documents/other_presentations/recommendations_for_teachers--
20060920.pdf)  283 downloads. 

4. Bringing Research and Practice Together The Coca-Cola Valued Youth Program 
(/documents/sea/2006_sea_forum/cortez_cortez--coca-cola_valued_youth.pdf) 249 
downloads. 

5. Pathways to Success: Making a Difference Through Scientifically Proven 
Instructional Practices & Professional Development   
(/documents/sea/2004_sea_forum/knight_pathways_to_success1.pdf) 239 downloads. 

6. The Effects of Cognitive-Behavioral Interventions on Dropout for Youth With 
Disabilities (/documents/research_syntheses/research_synthesis_effects_of_cbi.pdf)  234 
downloads. 

7. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Addressing Dropout Related 
Factors at the Local Level: Recommendations for Teachers 
(/documents/lea_recommendations_for_teachers--20060920.pdf) 213 downloads. 
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8. Engaging Students with School: The Essential Dimension of Dropout Prevention 
Programs  (/documents/teleseminars/christenson-080122/entire_seminar.pdf)  185 
downloads 

9. Dropout Prevention for Students with Disabilities: Addressing Dropout Related 
Factors at the Local Level: Recommendations for Administrators 
(documents/lea_recommendations_for_administrators.pdf) 154 downloads. 

10. Making a Difference Through Scientifically Proven Instructional Practices & 
Professional Development 
(/documents/sea/2004_sea_forum/knight_pathways_to_success.ppt) 146 downloads. 

 
Management 

 Continued development work on NDPC-SD dropout risk calculator. 
 Conducted monthly conference call with project director. 

 
Upcoming Events  

 October 1-3 – Making Connections Institute in Salt Lake City, UT. 
 October 6-7 –TA visit to Buffalo, NY. 
 October 14-16 – Miami-Dade County Public Schools Booster Trainings, Site 

Visits, Principals Meetings, Counselors Meetings. 
 October 27-28 – Virginia Dropout Prevention Summit. 
 October 29-31 – Urban Collaborative Fall Meeting in Denver, CO.   


