AREAS OF ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

I. Academic Engagement

o Most visible engagement subtype within the classroom

e Credits earned, homework completion, time on task
o Frequently tracked by school personnel

e High rates of academic learning time are a positive correlate of academic achievement
o Three broad categories

o Instructional quality and delivery

e Supplemental support for teachers and students

e (lassroom structures to enhance students’ substantive interaction

Examples of Universal Strategies

1. Use principles of effective instruction (e.g. direct instruction, scaffolding, guided practice, informed feedback,
pacing of lessons)

2. Increase time on task and substantive interaction through cooperative learning whole class or group instruction
(Greenwood et al., 2002) and peer assisted learning strategies (Boudah, Schumacher, and Deshler, 1997; Lee and
Smith, 1993)

Examples of Targeted Strategies

1. Utilize after school programs (tutoring, homework help)

2. Help parents to understand and set expectations (Klem & Connell, 2004)

I1. Behavioral Engagement

o Indicators include attendance, classroom and extracurricular participation and discipline referrals
o Associated with achievement, high school completion, and physical and emotional well being (less high risk
behavior)
o Attendance and Discipline Problems
e Three domains: school, home, and student
e No evidence for targeting one domain (social skills, tangible rewards, mental health) (Goldstein, Little, &
Akin-Little, 2003)
o Participation
e Classroom
e Extracurricular Participation
» Positive connections
Opportunities to interact with competent adults
Developing individualized interests and strengths (Meyers & Perez, 2004)
Increasing social capital
Reduced opportunities to participate in undesirable behaviors
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Examples of Universal Strategies
1. Examine suspension policies
2. Examine discipline policies; ensure they are considered fair, nonpunitive, and understood by students.
3. End reliance on negative consequences as a means of managing student behavior
4. Offer professional development on classroom management strategies
Examples of Targeted Strategies
1. Implement programs that work to build specific skills such as problem solving, anger management
or interpersonal communication for targeted students
2. Develop specific behavior plans or contracts to address individual needs



I11. Affective Engagement
o Numerous terms to describe: affective/emotional engagement, school bonding, identification with school,
belonging, school connectedness, relatedness with school social support for school, school supportiveness,
perceived school warmth
o Used to convey:
e connection to and affinity for school,
¢ valuing of school and school related activities
e guiding bond with school
o Associated, as expected with a wide-range of variables (Christenson et al, in press)
e Problem behaviors and delinquency
e Premature/risky sexual behavior
e Academic performance
e Educational adjustment
e Level of education attainment
e Social competency
e Attendance
e Accrual of credits
e Persistence with school
e Student perceptions of future opportunities open to them

Examples of Universal Strategies
1. Implement a mentoring program that provides a caring and supportive environment
2. Increase participation in extracurricular activities
Examples of Targeted Strategies
1. Personalize education (e.g. alter assignments to match personal inters and goals)
2. Provide extra support for students in a timely manner

IV. Cognitive Engagement
o Indicators include relevance of school work to future aspirations, strategy use, and self regulation toward personal
goals
o Learning goals, perceived ability, self regulation, and strategy use are significantly and positively related to
measures of academic achievement
o Intervention targets: Goal Structure, Type of tasks completed and Linking schools/tasks to future endeavors or
goals

Examples of Universal Strategies
1. Guide students in setting personal goals in courses and monitoring their progress
2. Focus on necessary steps to reach/pursue personal goals and career aspirations
Examples of Targeted Strategies
1. Enhance student’s personal belief in self through repeated contacts, goal setting, problem solving and
relationships
2. Design tasks that have the characteristics of open tasks (e.g. student interests, autonomy,
collaboration with peers) (Turner, 1995)
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