WHO are our GraduateFIRST Partners?

The GraduateFIRST project partners include The National Dropout Prevention
Center- Students with Disabilities (NDPC-SD), The Georgia Learning Resource

Systems (GLRS), and other divisions of The Georgia Department of Education

(GaDOE).

The National Dropout Prevention Center-Students with Disabilities (www.ndpc-
sd.org) provided training and technical assistance to schools participating in the
SPDG GraduateFIRST Project. NDPC-SD was specifically established to assist in
building capacity to increase school completion rates for students with disabilities
through knowledge synthesis, technical assistance, and dissemination of
interventions and practices that work. NDPC-SD is located at the National Dropout
Prevention Center/Network (NDPC/N) at Clemson University. The GraduateFIRST
goals include:

¢ Improved student reading and mathematics achievement and increased
numbers of students who graduate with a regular diploma

e Decreased number of students who dropout

¢ Increased attainment of better postsecondary outcomes

The Georgia Learning Resources System (www.glrs.org) is a network of 17 centers
in Georgia that provide training and resources to educators and parents of
students with disabilities. The GLRS hires and support the work of the
Collaboration Coaches working in partnership with the SPDG GraduateFIRST
project. Their goals include providing ongoing, effective professional learning,
increase student achievement, and support parents of students with disabilities.
Various divisions within the Department of Education assist with providing
training, technical assistance and support in the areas of academic achievement
and instructional strategies to schools participating in GraduateFIRST.
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